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| was glad to see all the people at the last mgefin
lot of us rode our bikes to the meeting this was a
great view coming into the Rod and Gun. We had a
couple of members in the krankenhaus wish you
well. Just to let everyone know the Easter Party is
still on. It is still April 15th and the Easter eggnt

for the kids is still the 16th. Hope to see ever/on
there so we can party together. This is the RVLC's
first party of the year. There well be a DJ for
Saturday night. And on Sunday there will be a lot
for the kids to do. Hope the weather will be nioe f
us. The 29th of April is a toy run in Giessen. Hope
everyone will support this event. | will be leaving
from Hanau at about 10:00. If anyone wants to ride
with me you can meet me at the Harley shop in
Hanau. Please e-mail meRitector-
RVLC@hotmail.comif you want to ride with me.
This is a good change to support Johnny and
Shawn. Hope to see you there. The next event will
be the toy run in Erlangen on the 6th of May Hope
RVLC will have a good showing. We RVLC are
donating 500 euros to this cause. And to be wigh th
kids for that day is breath taking. With the paty
night to see bikers you haven't seen in a year or
two. Don't forget the May meeting is there on
Sunday at about 10:00. It will be held at the
campgrounds. As you all Know we have a hew
webmaster. Right now we are having some trouble
to get the web page right. Not our fault so please
understand and give us some time to fix the
problem. The other thing is the POW-MIA weekend
is on for us. We will have a DJ both nights witloe
of events. The road captains are working on a routs
for a ride out and on Sunday we will ride to the




POW-MIA site at the Wiesbaden airfield. This

ride out will be for a member of RVLC and a past Incoming money was as following:

Asst. Director Mark.
Hope to see you all at the Easter Party.

Mike Kotula
Ride hard Play Hard

Kat's Kitty

Sorry only a short cut p.p. Our treasurer is happy
to be on vacation.

Last meeting we had 4 new members:

- Gerlinde Rutherford

- Paul Rutherford

- Michael R. Henne (he expired last year, but |
couldn’t find him on my

list)

- Keith Komosinski

| also had 5 renewals

renewals: $48 60 Euro
new members: $36 50 Euro
Patches $52 16 Euro
50/50 $36 22,50 Euro

Total: $172 148,50 Euro

Petra Lauper

assistant director
Petra Naylor

Hi folks,

already thought spring is around the corner but
guess what? More snow this morning!!

And of course there are enough people on the road
that ride without winter tires — or slip along the
road. It seems this winter does not want to erall at

Did work on my bike a little this weekend — it's
about time we can ride again!

It felt good, to see everybody at the meeting. Just
time seems way too short to talk to everybody. | do
look forward to seeing you all at the Easter Party.
This will be the first party this year and we hdpe
see many of you. Please bring your favourite side
dish and / or dessert. We will barbecue for you.
There’s quite a bit organized for the kids — | ames
they will have lots of fun on Sunday. So make this
success and participate.

Looking forward to seeing you in Griesheim.

Keep your hair in the wind,
Petra




assistant director

Shawn Mellons secretary/editor

Hello ya'll, 1

Well the last weeks have been hectic. But the Pavla Fréhlich

weather has taken a turn for the better. Here in ~ Hi folks,

Giessen the sun has been out and it has been greatn the time you stack in snow | was afraid about

riding weather. | hope everyone is able to enjoy ~ Sunburn. This year was Daytona Bike Week like
the same. never before. We had one and half week only

sunshine and a Harley to use for free.... Ok | start

We have several events coming up. First we have the beginning. Before I could enjoy my vacation |
the Easter Party / Kids Easter Party in Griesheim had a ‘little bit’ stress. | came from Prague on

on the 18 and 18" of April. Then we have the Tuesday late afternoon. | unpacked and packed my
Toy Run in Erlangen which there was a travel bags, slept few hours and got up Wednesday
misunderstanding about last year and Cowboy ~ Morning at four o'clock. Peti and | arrived at gof
explained in detail at the meeting. He said that th  course in the morning) at the Zurich airport justhw
kids were disappointed last year because not so t_he fi_rst snow flakes. We checked in. It was thstfi
many bikes showed up. Let not that happen this ~ time in my life that the security picked me ouhaid
year. Also at the meeting we were informed that My west on..... of course | commented them.

the military rally was canceled, so we on the board Compliment to Peti he stayed all the time cool. We
proposed to lock in the POW/MIA rally in got to Orlando after 19 hours traveling. We were
Griesheim for the 26-28 of May. It was voted on  tired so we took the wrong exit. After a ‘small’

by the Chapter and is now on the calendar. The round trip thru Orlando’s suburb we got on the tigh
POW/MIA run is back on with the wreath laying ~ Way to Daytona. We spent the first night as ever at
ceremony at 13:00 on Sunday the 28 May 06. | our friends house where we store all our camping
would like to thank Mr. Jeffrey Bartlett and John  Stuff. We set up our tent at the Daytona 200 Club
“crazy man” Ballard for all there help in making ~ (Www.daytona200mc.cojreamp ground the next
this ceremony happen. | am still working out the ~ day. We met all our friends and a couple of new
details for the 4 of July rally to be held here in ones there. It's a small family camp ground near to
Giessen as soon as | am finished | will publish a  the races but even though quiet. Like in “Dinner Fo
flyer and send it out. | am also working on getting ©One’ the same procedure as every year we visited
a flyer for Hiko’s Toy Run here in Giessen that | the important places as Iron Horse, Boothill SaJoon

talked about in the last news letter. The Bank, Broken Spoke Saloon, Last Resort,
The Army has a new Motorcycle Safety Campaign Cabbage Patch, Full Moon Saloon, Frogys, Pub 44
That will be going in affect here in Germany. It and and and and of course we rode the Main street

leaves a lot to the Garrison Commanders to decidethe Beach street and and and... But the new

for there areas. It also includes a risk assessment Destination Daytonasfww.destinationdaytona.com
that must be with you and signed by you unit was the most impressive thing. It’s still under
commander for you to get your bike registered, construction. The Harley shop with his 100'003
renew your license, or are stopped by the MP’s for Square feet is a very small part of this huge area.
a on the spot check. | sent it to Pavla so shedcoul There will be two hotels, condos, at least three

put it on the web sight. If you would like a copy restaurants, J&P Cycles, business area, RV camp,

please send me an E-mail at ( camp ground, lakes and | don’t know what else. We
michael.s.mellons@us.army.nill am going to spent a day with my office college and his frierds.

for now because | want to go riding. was funny to show them the most important places
Stay Safe, Shawn and to see how we had been astonish the first time

il




on the Bike Week. The last ‘must’ is the Custom
bike show at Saturday afternoon. It's not always
nice but very impressive what people are able
make out of their bikes... you'll see them in the
pictures | made. We spent as every year the last
day (it's the picture at swimming pool) and night
at our friends house. The last four days we visited
my aunt in Vancouver in state Washington. We
wanted to see Mount St. Helens and make some
pictures as we did the last four years so that one
can see how she is growing. But the lady didn’t

want to see us she was in clouds. So we spent the

days peaceful with shopping, eating , drinking and
enjoying my aunt and her quilters.

I have only one sad info. The security at Orlando
airport wanted to confiscate my blue Harley Zippo
so | sent them to my friends in Daytona. To send
them to Europe was more expensive than the
Zippo costs. Boys I'm so sorry for you!!! This
year will be no Zippo stealing for to make me to
search for it.........

Stay shiny

Pavla

General membership meeting
minutes 2" April 06

- Meeting opened at 13:30 hrs by director
Mike Kotula

- Easter Party 158" — 16" April

o Event will be held at the
Griesheim Hangar; gate opens at
16000n Saturday

0 Ride-out at 1800

0 1900 DJ starts; plus Mike will
barbecue; food is on donation

o Please bring a side dish and 1dz
boiled, colored eggs for the kids for
Sunday

- May 26" — 28" is Military Rally is canceled
because of security reasons

o

- Toy Run in Erlangen 6th — 7th May

o

Easter egg hunt is open for kids from
RVLC, American Steel and local
neighbors.

Breakfast on Sunday from 800 —
1000

1100 party for the kids starts

1200 — 1300 puppet show

1300 Easter Egg Hunt and games
start

We will have a Memorial Day / POW
MIA party starting Friday at the
Griesheim Hangar

No entrance fee but donation for DJ /
camping

There will be biker games and a ride-
out

Motion $1500 party budget; no fund
raiser

Members should meet on Saturday at
a gas station, close to where the
parade will start, then participate in
the ride out and the official event at
the hospital. The exact meeting point
will be posted on the web site and in
the news letter.

For toys please bring: electronic
items (video games etc.); plastic toys
(Lego, fisher price etc.) puzzle
games, no toy guns and no stuffed
animals, all toys need to be able to bg
sterilized

Cowboy reports on the Toy Run last
year and how disappointed the kids
were since there was a very low
number of participants; the kids made;
piggy banks and people can use then
to collect change for the kids; each
piggy bank owner gets a report on
how much was he / she collected

It is voted on and agreed, that RVLC
will donate 500 Euro for the clinic.




o0 Members are welcome to donate
money also.

4™ of July in Giessen
0 Ass. Director Shawn is working on
this event
0 We have quite a few give aways for
the raffle already
0 Motion to have a DJ on Friday and
a band on Saturday

Webmaster:
o Pavla Frohlich is our new
webmaster; congrats, Pavla!!

Heiko’s Toy Run on 29" April at the
University Klinik in Giessen
o If youwan tto go on a cool ride,
meet some new people and bring
happiness to some kids, participate
in that Toy Run
o For more infos contact Shawn
Mellons; he will organize a place to
stay, too, if needed

Motion to order reflective patches / rockers
in all sizes once we have to reorder so we
can be seen on the road much better

we have 3 new members:
0 Gerlinde and Paul Rutherford
o0 Keith Komosinski

First Club in Mannheim outside the US
called the American Legion Riders
0 You have to be a member of the
American Legion
o Members go to installations and
explain motorcycle safety etc.

got a $500 reimbursement from HOG,
goes to Mike for the Easter Party

two of our members got injured in an
accident that happened this weekend

o they both wore brain caps that came
off and are both hospitalized but ok
except for broken ribs and collar
bones etc.

0 please were your safety gear while
riding — do not just go for looks!!

- 50/50 won by Dr. Chaos - congratulations!!
- Meeting adjourned at 14:30 hrs by director
Mike

Petra Naylor

Es hat mich gefreut all die Leute am Meeting zu
sehen. Ein paar sind mit dem Bike gekommen, es
war ein schoner Anblick beim Ankommen im Rod
und Gun. Ein paar von unseren Mitglieder sind im
Krankenhaus, wir wiinschen gute Besserung. Zur
Erinnerung die Oster Party findet immer noch statt.
Am Samstag 15. April ist Ostereier ,Jagd’ und die
Kinder Party ist am Sonntag 16. April. Ich hoffe,
dass viele kommen, es ist ja dieses Jahr die erste
RVLC Party. Wir werden am Samstag einen DJ
haben und am Sonntag viele Spiele fur die Kinder
machen. Ich hoffe, das Wetter ist uns gnadig. Am
29. April ist ein Toy Run in Giessen. Ich hoffegh
von Euch kommen zur Unterstiitzung. Ich fahre in
Hanau um ca. 10 Uhr ab. Wer mit mir fahren will,
schreibt mir ein EmailQ@irector-
RVLC@hotmail.com) und kommt vor 10 Uhr zum
Harley Handler im Hanau. Dies ist eine gute
Gelegenheit Shawn und Johnny zu unterstutzen. D
nachste Anlass ist der Toy Run in Erlangen am

Samstag 6. Mai. Ich hoffe es werden viele kommen|
RVLC spendet 500 Euros. Es ist atemberaubend d¢

Tag mit den Kindern zu verbringen. Und an der
Party am Abend konnt ihr Biker treffen, die ihr
schon lange nicht mehr gesehen habt. Bitte verges




nicht, dass dort am Sonntag 7. um ca. 10 Uhr auf
dem Campingplatz das Mai Meeting stattfindet.
Wie ihr wisst, haben wir einen neuen Webmaster.
Es gibt ein paar Schwierigkeiten bei der
Neugestaltung unserer Webpage. Es sind nicht
unsere Fehler. Wir bitten um Verstandnis und
Geduld bis wir es in Griff bekommen. Das
POW/MIA Weekend ist jetzt doch unser Anlass.
An beiden Abenden werden wir DJs und diverse
Unterhaltung haben. Unsere Road-Captains
bereiten eine schdone Ausfahrt zu dem POW/MIA
Gelande am Flugplatz Wiesbaden vor. Diese
Ausfahrt ist zum Gedenken an unseren friiheren
Asst. Director Mark.

Wir sehen uns an der Osterparty.

Mike Kotula
Ride hard Play hard

Kat's Kitty

Sorry, nur eine Kurzfassung in Vertretung. Unsere
Kassiererin ist gltcklich in den Ferien.

Am letzten Meeting waren 4 Neueintritte:

- Gerlinde Rutherford

- Paul Rutherford

- Michael R. Henne (seine Mitgliedschaft ist
abgelaufen, konnte ihn aber nicht auf der Liste
finden)

- Keith Komosinski

Es waren auch 5 Mitgliedschafts-Verlangerungen

Geld-Eingang:

Verlangerungen: $48 60 Euro
Neue Mitgliedschaften: $36 50 Euro
Patches $52 16 Euro

50/50 $36 22,50 Euro

Total: $172 148,50 Euro

Petra Lauper

Assistant Director
Petra Naylor

Hi,

irgendwie hatte ich schon das Gefuhl, dass das
Frihjahr kommt — lhr erratet es nicht!? Naturlich
mal wieder Schneechaos heute morgen; vor allem
weil schon gentigend Dddel mit Sommerreifen
rumgurken. Der Winter scheint sich tberhaupt nich
verabschieden zu wollen — so langsam habe sogar
ich die Schnauze von dieser weil3en Pracht echt vojl

Wiirde viel lieber schon unterwegs sein. Wenigstens
habe ich ein bisschen was am Bike gemacht und
habe die Hoffnung auf’s Frihjahr noch nicht
aufgegeben — die Hoffnung stirbt zuletzt, gell!?

Es hat gut getan, am Meeting alle zu treffen.
Allerdings war die zeit viel zu kurz, um mit jedem
mal zu quatschen. Das konnen wir hoffentlich an
der Osterparty nachholen!!

Bitte bringt Eure Lieblingsbeilage bzw. —Dessed. E
ist einiges fur die Kids organisiert — sie werdem a
Sonntag sicher viel Spal’ haben. Also sorgt daftr
mit, dass es ein Kracher wird und kommt.

Freue mich darauf, Euch in Griesheim zu sehen.
Lasst Euch den Wind um die Nase wehen,

Petra




Assistant Director

Shawn Mellons

Hallo,

die letzten Wochen waren sehr hektisch fir mich,
aber wenigstens ist das Wetter jetzt besser. Hier i
Giel3en war es sehr sonnig und es war richtiges
»Riding" Wetter. Ich hoffe Ihr habt eure Zeit
genauso gut verbringen kénnen.

Wir haben verschiedene Ereignisse, die in
nachster Zeit stattfinden werden. Als Erstes haben
wir am 15. und 16. April die Osterfeier und die
Kinder Osterfeier in Griesheim. Danach findet der
Toy Run in Erlangen statt. Auf unserem letzten
Treffen klarte Cowboy das Missverstandnis Uber
den Toy Run in Erlangen vom vorigen Jahr und
sagte, dass es auf Grund der mangelnden
Teilnahme der Biker fir die Kinder sehr
enttduschend war. Lasst uns das dieses Jahr
andern!

Darliber hinaus wurde beim letzen Meeting

bekannt gegeben, dass die Military Rally abgesagt Auspacken, einpacken, paar Stunden schlafen und

wurde und so entschieden wir als Board im
Einvernehmen mit dem Chapter die POW/MIA
Rally vom 26-28 Mai in Griesheim zu
veranstalten. Die POW/ MIA Kranz-
Niederlegungs-Zeremonie findet am 28. Mai um
13:00 Uhr statt. Hiermit mdchte ich mich noch
einmal bei Mr. Jeffrey Bartlett und John ,crazy
man“ Ballard fir ihre Hilfe bei der Organisation
dieser Zeremonie bedanken.

Ich bin immer noch dabei, die Details der 4. Juli
Rally in Giel3en zu planen und werde so schnell
wie moglich Flyer verteilen. Zusatzlich versuche
ich von Heiko einen Flyer fir seinen Toy Run (
siehe meinen letzen Newsletter) in Giel3en zu
bekommen

Die Army hat Ubrigens eine neue ,Motorrad
Sicherheitskampagne®, die hier in Deutschland in
Kraft tritt. Allerdings lassen die
Sicherheitsverordnungen viel Spielraum, fir die
individuelle Interpretation der verschiedenen
Garnison Kommandeure. Ich werde die neue

Verordnung an Pavla weitergeben, so dass man sigvichtigen Orte besucht wie Iron Horse, Boothill

vielleicht ins Internet stellt. Falls lhr an einer
Kopie interessiert seid, maile ich Euch gerne eine
Kopie zu. E-mail:

michael.s.mellons@us.army.mil

So ich werde jetzt das schone Wetter flir einen
“ Ride” nutzen.

Fahrt sicher,

Shawn

Secretary/Editor

Pavla Frohlich

Hallo Leute,

wahrend ihr im Schnee gesteckt habt musste ich
aufpassen, dass ich keinen Sonnebrand bekomme
Dieses Jahr war Daytona wie noch nie. Eineinhalb
Wochen Sonne und noch dazu gratis eine Harley
ausgeliehen bekommen. Ok ich fange mit dem
Anfang an. Ich hatte noch ziemlich Stress bevor ich
den Urlaub geniessen konnte. Am Dienstag spat
nachmittags kam ich von Prag, wo ich nicht
erfreuliche Sachen erledigen musste, zurlck.

am Mittwoch morgen um sechs waren Peti und ich
am Zurcher Flughafen gerade noch vor den ersten
Schneeflocken. Beim einchecken bin ich das erste
Mal in meinem Leben durchsucht worden. Ich hatte
meine Weste an natdrlich habe ich ein
Kommentar dazu abgegeben. Kompliment an Peti,
der die ganze Zeit total ruhig geblieben ist. Na8h
Stunden sind wir in Orlando angekommen. Vor
lauter Mudigkeit haben wir dann die falsche
Ausfahrt genommen. Nach einer ,kleinen’
Rundfahrt durch Orlandos Randbezirke haben wir
den richtigen Weg nach Daytona gefunden. Wie
immer haben wir die erste Nacht bei unseren
Freunden geschlafen. In ihrem Haus lagern wir alle
unsere Campingsachen. Am nachsten Tag haben
unser Zelt im Daytona 200 Club
(www.daytona200mc.cojnaufgestellt. Dort trafen
wir alle unsere ,alten’ und auch neuen Bekannten.
Es ist ein kleiner und ruhiger Campingplatz in der
N&he der Rennbahn. Wie im Dinner For One ,the
same procedure as every year’ haben wir alle

Saloon, The Bank, Broken Spoke Saloon, Last
Resort, Cabbage Patch, Full Moon Saloon, Frogys,
Pub 44 und und und ... und naturlich sind wir auch
uber die Main Street, Beach Street und und und

v
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gefahren. Das absolut eindruckvollste ist das neue
Dastination Daytona
(www.destinationdaytona.comwelche noch im

Bau ist. Der Harley Laden mit seinen ca. 9'600
Quadratmeter ist nur ein sehr kleiner Teil davon.
Dort werden zwei Hotels, Eigentumswohnungen,
mindestens drei Restaurants, J&P Cycles,
verschiedene Geschafte, Campingplatz,
Wohnwagen-Camping, Seen und weiss Gott was
sonst noch gebaut. Einen Tag haben wir mit
meinem Burokollegen und seinen Freunden
verbracht. Wir haben ihnen die wichtigsten
Sachen gezeigt und es war lustig zu sehen, wie wir
wohl das erste Mal in Daytona gestaunt haben.
Zum Schluss muss man noch am Samstag
Nachmittag an die Custom Bike Show. Es ist nicht
immer schon aber sehr erstaunlich, was Leute
fahig sind aus ihren Bikes zu machen..... hab viele
Fotos gemacht. Und wieder wie immer haben wir
den letzten Tag (das ist das Foto am
Swimmingpool) und Nacht bei unseren Freunden
verbracht. Anschliessend sind wir fUr vier Tage zu
meiner Tante nach Vancouver im Staate
Washington geflogen. Dort wollten wir den Mount
St. Helens, wie jedes Jahr, besuchen und Fotos
machen, damit man sieht wie er von Jahr zu Jahr
wachst. Aber der Gentleman wollte uns nicht
sehen und hat sich in den Wolken versteckt. Also
haben wir die Tage geruhsam mit Einkaufen,
Essen, Trinken und meiner Tante und ihrem
Nahkranzchen verbracht.

Ich habe nur eine schlechte Nachricht. Die
Security am Flughafen im Orlando wollte mein
blaues Harley Zippo konfiszieren. Habe es zu
meinen Freunden in Daytona geschickt, es nach
Europa zu schicken hatte mehr als das Zippo
selber gekostet. Jungs es tut mir unheimlich leid,
aber dieses Jahr gibt es kein Zippo-stehlen damit
ich Euch beim Suchen, durchsuchen muss
Bleibt sauber

Pavla

General membership meeting
minutes 2 ™ April 06

Meeting um 13:30 Uhr von Director Mike
Kotula eroffnet

Easter Party 15" — 16" April

0 Im Griesheim Hangar; Tor Offnet
um 16:00am Samstag
Ausfahrt um 18:00
19:00 DJ ; Mike am Grill; gegen eine
kleine Spende gibt's auch was zu
beil3en
Bitte ein Beilagengericht mitbringen
und fur Sonntag 1 Dutzend gekochte
Eier fur die Kinder
Ostereier-Jagd ist fur Kinder von
RVLC, American Steel sowie allen,
die dort wohnen
Frihstiick am Sonntag von 8:00 —
10:00
11:00 Beginn Kinderparty
12:00 — 1300 Kasperle Theater
13:00 Ostereier-Jagd und Spiele

0]
0]

May 26™ — 28" die Military Rally wurde aus
Sicherheitsgrinden abgesagt

o Wir werden eine Memorial Day /
POW MIA Party von Freitag bis
Sonntag im Griesheim Hangar
veranstalten
Kein Eintritt; nur Spende fir DJ /
Camping
Wir werden Bikerspiele und eine
Ausfahrt organisieren
$1500 party budget; no fund raiser

Toy Run in Erlangen 6th — 7th May
o Wir werden uns am Samstag in der
Nahe des Startplatzes der Parade
treffen, dann an der Ausfahrt und
dem offiziellen Teil an der Klinik
teilnehmen; der genaue Ort wird




noch per Mail und im web bekannt
gegeben

Folgende Spielzeuge sind ok
(mussen sterilisierbar sein):
elektronisches Spielzeug
(Videospiele etc.), Plastikspielzeug
wie Legos etc., Puzzles electronic
items (video games etc.); plastic
toys (Lego, fisher price etc.) :
Keine Pluschtiere oder Spielzeug-
Waffen!!!!

Cowboy berichtet vom Toy Run
letztes Jahr und wie enttduscht die
Kinder waren, da nur wenige Biker
da waren; sie haben Spardosen
gebastelt und jeder kann sie
benutzen, um Geld zu sammeln;
jeder bekommt eine genaue
Auflistung, was in seiner Spardose
drin war

RVLC wird 500 Euro spenden
Wer mochte kann auch Geld
spenden .

4" of July in Giessen

o

o

Ass. Director Shawn ist der
Ansprechpartner fur diese Party
Wir haben schon einiges
gesammelt, was wir verlosen
konnen

Abstimmung fur DJ am Freitag und
eine Band am Samstag

Webmaster:

o

Unser neuer Webmaster heil3t Pavla
Frohlich — Gratulation!!

Heiko’s Toy Run am 29" April am Uni-
Klinikum Giessen

o

Falls ihr mal wieder Lust habt, auf
eine gemeinsame Ausfahrt zu
gehen, neue Leute zu treffen und
dabei noch Kinder glicklich zu
machen, dann geht auf den Toy
Run

o

Fir weitere Infos kénnt |hr Euch an
Shawn Mellons wenden; er wird auch
eine Ubernachtung organisieren, falls
erwinscht oder notwendig

Abstimmung, dass wir in Zukunft
reflektierende Aufndher von HOG bestellen,
damit wir besser gesehen werden

wir haben 3 neue Mitglieder:

0]
0]

Gerlinde and Paul Rutherford
Keith Komosinski

Erstes Chapter in Mannheim aulR3erhalb der
USA der American Legion Riders gegrindet

o

Bedingung: man muf ein Mitglied
der American Legion sein

Wir haben $500 von HOG flr Events in
diesem Jahr bekommen; sie werden fiur die
Osterparty verwendet

2 unserer Mitglieder sind in einem Unfall
dieses Wochenende verletzt worden;

o

Beide hatten nur sog. Brain caps, die
sie beim Unfall verloren haben; zum
Glick haben sie aber nur ein paar
gebrochene Rippen und
Schlisselbein....

Denkt dran, dass es wichtiger ist,
sicher zu fahren, als nur gut
auszusehen!!!

50/50 ging an Dr. Chaos — Gratulation!!

Meeting um 14:30 hrs von director Mike
bended

Petra Naylor




RHEIN VALLEY
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

APRIL

15th~16" RVLC Easter Party at Griesheim

22" Long Riders Winter-End-Party at Basel
Switzerland

29" Toy Run Giessen

MAY
6th~7" Toy Run Erlangen / Dexendorf

7" RVLC Meeting at Erlangen / Dexendorf

7" Love Ride at Duibendorf/Ziirich Switzerland
26th~28" RVLC POV/MIA at Griesheim

28" RVLC Meeting at Griesheim

28th~2" JuneWho ever like can go with Pavla to
Czech republic

JUNE

2".5" 13" Annual Czech HOG Rally at Pilsen

Rhein Valley Legion Chapter
PO# 9201 Harley Owner’s Group
CMR 470 General Delivery
APO AE 09165

rheinvalley@hotmail.com

DIRECTOR
Mike Kotula
mtaz9@hotmail.com
michael.kotula@104.mwr.army.mil
017626324056

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
Petra Naylor
petra.naylor@web.de
01794233714

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
Shawn Mellons
michael.s.mellons@us.army.mil

TREASURER
Kathleen Butler
karlexl@hotmail.com
kathleen.irene.butler@us.army.mil
0160 235 9953

SECRETARY / EDITOR
Pavla Frohlich
p.froehlich@freesurf.ch
0041 76 347 44 76

WEB PAGE
http://RVLC.ritanet.net
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Dr Chaos Choice and Consequence Forum #1

(My thoughts on oil and preparing for the 2006 ridng season)
The days are getting longer, Daytona has come and, gnd that familiar itch to ride is magnifiedwi
every warm day. Bikes are slowly emerging fromitkenter havens. Is yours ready?
I'm going to start off this series of tech-articlgstalking about getting your bike ready for tiding
season. Getting your bike road worthy covers tiewing: cleaning the bike, servicing the bikeda
Road Test.The road test portion is probably the thing youutidoe most careful of. If it's been awhile
since you've straddled the seat, take it slow atdiged to the weight of the beast once agsliake
sure brakes are working before leaving the drivewaly
Cleaning will be covered in another article, prdigathose to fall for getting your bike ready foosage.
So we will assume the bike is already clean. Qthécservicing part. To get my bike ready for the
riding season, | accomplish a somewhat modifie@® @i inspection that takes about 3 hours to
perform. I've listed the items | check and sonmeakks about each. If you have any questions ontbow
perform some of these inspections, | would be ghaahswer them by email. This inspection (5,000
mi.) comes right out of your Harley Manual. So ym@an get that out or just print this page and bie t
Tools required for this inspection are a good fligsh, basic hand tools, a torque wrench, tire gues
gage, Belt Tension Tooltachometer, drain pans sufficient enough in ®zall fluids. Distilled water
for your battery if you have one of the lead agigets, and a bike lift. You should also have albait
Dot 5 (or whatever your manual calls for) brake fluid fop offs. The flush and oil change are listed in
the inspection, but will be covered later in depth.

ltem Remarks

Engine Oil / Oil filter Accomplish flush, changd and filter, Inspect Filter for
contaminants. (note 1)

Tappet oil screen Inspect and clean as necessapja&e screwdriver plugs with Allen
type plugs)

Battery Check for proper charge, clean terminals and aggdgse to terminals

Brake Pads and Discs for wear Check pads and ratovgear, clean rotors with "Brake Clean" beforividg

Tire Pressure and Inspect Tire for wear/damage  elbidjres for damage while bike is on lift. Cheik pressure (cold)

Spoke tightness Inspect for any really loose okémnospokes (ping test)

Transmission Lubricant Change Lubricant and chealgnetic plug for metal contamination.

Primary chain case and lubricant Change primarychiéck magnetic plug, check primary chain tension

Clutch Adjustment Adjust clutch to be 1/16" to 1f8%e play at lever

Rear Belt Adjustment Fabricate an alignment toallteck Rear wheel alignment. Check Belt tension

Front fork oil Front fork oil should be changecdeeytwo years.

Spark Plugs (Anti-seize, and torqued to 18 ft IbsInstall new Spark plugs, gap, apply anti-seizthteads and torque to 18 ft. Ibs.

Air Cleaner Filter Inspect Air cleaner for cleamgs. Replace or clean as necessary

Operation of Throttle (Adjust cables, and lube) ugdjthrottle cables, apply lubricant to cable amjissand replace rubber sleeves.

Enrichener Operation Tighten knurled plastic rimyydf choke will not stay where you have selecited

Engine idle speed Adjust engine idle speed withirenfully warm (hot) at 1050-1150 rpm.

Fuel Supply valve, hoses and fittings for leaks ¢kheacuum line from manifold to petcock. Checkfifings and hoses

Brake fluid Check oil level of both master cylimdelnspect brake lines and fittings for leaks

Electrical equipment and switch operation Checkligttits ( including brake lights) blinkers and hdon operation

Road Test Take it slow, you and the bike need to get re-aicqed!!

Note * | highly recommend you inspect the filter elemtait'sinside your oil filterto keep

an eye on any shedding of metal that may be tgMimce inside your engine. It's better to
catch a potential problem early then to catch itr@road. Ask Rob Smith or Dave Targett
about that! There is a special tool commerciallgikable at Goodson Tool Supplio cut the
bottom of the oil filter off so you can pull outetlelement and inspect it. See me for the tool
or the service.

Ok, the hard part is done! So let’s talk a littleout oil oil flushes and oil filters. Before I start,uist want
to say one thing to put this all in perspectivdave never once in all my years of working on angine
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be it aircraft, automotive or motorcycle, seen agiee destroyed by the use of a particular oile Th
destruction was always caused by other factorgmgroper service, poor machining, lack of oil Kaxf
preventative maintenance program, wrong partsamnitfht places, right parts in the wrong places.
stupidity, abuse, the list goes on...One thing ig sAH oil, cheap or expensive that is certifiedA§l has
never failed inside an engine. So with that, lgés started. The
primary purpose of oil is to lubricate metal to aleturfaces inside your engine. Secondary islity to
reduce friction and cool moving parts. It servegaleaning fluid that travels through your engiog
passage ways taking with it contaminants and vanmoetals both ferrous and non ferrous and deligerin
them to the oil filter where they are hopefullyped. As the life blood of your engine circulatese

after mile, contaminants, water, and acids are éda¢he oil through the normal process of internal
combustion. This is a very harsh environment iddeEhese liquid and gaseous contaminants fornsacid
and oxidize the oil well before the oil loosesatslity to lubricate. This is why we must change ol
often. Water will usually boil itself out of thel @ the oil is allowed to get hot enough. Drivistport
distances, (not allowing the engine to warm upgerating temperature 170F-250F) is considsmcere
use. Severe use dictates shorter intervals betaieehanges. Shorter than the already short 5009
mandated by Harley Davidson. Rule of thumb, eviely should be no shorter than 30 minutes. Another
great excuse to get out and ride!

As already stated, The Harley Davidson maintenammeual recommends an interval of not more than
5,000 miles to change your oil and filter. Harlegni@ison also recommends that for their semi-syithet
based Syn-3 that it be changed every 5,000 mises dllo difference between the standard dinosaur
Harley oil (petroleum based) and their Synthetic. mmm interesting! Using a better quality oil anitefi
should buy you more time than 5,000 miles betwédwmmges. We will look into that a bit later. | clge
my olil filter every time | change the oil. Alwaysjth no exceptions!

What oil and oil filter is best for your bike? tiflo people are in agreement about what motor alla@h
filter to use in their bikes, it's time to take g@if or have a beer!

We can start by saying that if you run only Hartélyin your bike; your bike will live a long and akhy
life. Be it genuine H-D petroleum based or thgin& That should be enough for some people, lareth
are alternatives. Harley oil is expensive, espigdmere in Europe, is it worth the money we pagan we
get the same protection at a lower cost?

I'm sometimes asked if it's ok to run non-Harldg ,m Harley-Davidsons. In my opinion, yes, as l@asg
the replacement oil meets the same API specificasH-D oil! If you change your engine oil every
3,000 to 5,000 miles or so, you can run pretty machdecent oil. | run Castrol 20W-50 "Drive Hard"
petroleum based oil in my bike and have been fargieAt $1.65 a quart that is reasonable. Eveay gr
every other year | tear the motor apart and hdweelasee. So far it still looks new. So what pesple
saying about synthetic oils? Books will be writtand kingdoms will fall, but the debate over the o
synthetics vs. petroleum base oils will go on feere Dino oil (mineral oil, motor oil, petroleuray
whatever other name you want to call it) is thetlwgit gets pumped out of the ground (as decomposed
Dinosaurs pooh-pooh and former plant life) Thiseiféned into motor oil, gasoline, propane, or augend
other products. Synthetic oil is manufactured frdmemicals that are not usually pumped out of the
ground, but are highly engineered by chemists tetrparticular specifications. The Germans developed
and used alkylated aromatics (a type of synthetlidrom 1942-1945 due to the petroleum oil supply
interruptions caused by the war. So they had tahosepetroleum chemicals for lubrication. Modern
synthetic oils were initially designed to lubricgé¢ engines, because they could withstand great
temperature extremes that would cause petroleuto sblidify or to turn into carbon (think burned
cooking oil, here).

One item worth mentioning was the so called unsbjw®blem with early synthetics in older engines,
remember Pans and Shovels? The oils were so gabthe older hi-mileage engines with their swelled
up seals wouldn't leak until synthetic oil was pub them. The esters creeped through all the thrad
had been keeping those worn seals from leakinthesothe seals would leak. Newer oils av@nufactured
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with different additive packages and don't let maald build up to damage seals, so probably less of
issue nowadays (but going back to the originaivoih't fix the cleaned leaking worn seals).

What | want to cover really quickly is that there semi-synthetics like Harley's Syn3, and theeefalt
synthetics like AMSOIL, Mobil 1 V-Twin, and Redlind-or the price of Harley oil or cheaper you cag b
one of the full synthetics mentioned above and edkghhe benefits of total oil engineering rathiean
having bits of cockroaches and dinosaur excremerxgdrwith your synthetics.

The best pure synthetics will:
Reduce operating temperatures

Keep engines clean and deposit-free
Provide maximum protection against wear
Formulatedwithout friction modifiers for smooth performance (clutch)

Saves money bgxtending drain intervals of up to two timesthe manufacturers'
recommendation.

A bit about friction modifiers (Molybdenum) is usadsome oil additive packages to further reduce
friction. The problem with Molybdenum is thatstioo good! And might (I say might) make your chut
slip.

Also, try not to use any oils labelled "energy amgg" in your wet clutch. They also have frictio
modifiers and could also make your clutch slip.

AMSOIL contains no friction modifiers, where Moldildoes...hmmm.

As long as no friction modifiers are used in thlleymu can use the same 20W-50 oil in all
compartments. (engine, transmission, and the py)mBetroleum based or synthetic base! Sure makes i
easy! Buy one brand, one viscosity and you're tone

More about why we change our oil. Petroleum basledill last the life of your motorcycle! So whyo
we pour perfectly good oil down the drain befogelitbricity has passed on? Well, the base otills s
quite good, but it's the additive package thatestbed with the base oil that breaks down.

You can't believe how much water an engine craatd® crankcase on a cold start. It's a lot!

The water, soot and acid byproducts of combustnirioute immensely in the demise of your oil.
Acids in the oil are by far the most damaging dfitide packages than anything else combined. karle
Davidson has stressed the importance of regulathaihges in order to remove these contaminants. Of
course, promoting regular oil changes is also algeay to promote using petroleum/synthetic-based
Genuine H-D QOil. High quality synthetic oils forhated with high-performance additives effectively
withstand such contaminates allowing us to safetgred drain intervals. But, you ask by how much?
Well this is where it gets tricky. | hope you géiat I've been saying all along and that is, OIIOIS.
CLEAN OIL IS BETTER THAN DIRTY OIL. DIRTY OIL IS BHTER THAN NO OIL. Seriously, as
long as you change your oil every 3,000 to 5,00@snit is not that big of a deal what oil you use,
petroleum or syntheticAS LONG AS IT'S CLEAN! There, | said it! But for the person that waots
get the most mileage out of his or her oil, theeraore things that need to be looked at. Thighiere
you need to be a rocket scientist to get throubbfahe technical aspects of oil and additive @ayds used
in an air cooled V-Twin engine. So why don't weeha scientist? Cool! One that is independemh fadl
the big oil companies and someone who will testahwice of oil and tell us if it is meeting our
expectations. Sounds good huh? The test I'mriedetio is called Oil Analysis. Many of you might
recognize this test from the Military as a SOAP gknperformed on the oil in Jet engines. Well, we
can do the same. Let's say that we just BMSOIL, we think it's the best thing since a starterdoutt
You take a sample of your oil (about 4 0z.) andlmh&ito a lab that does Oil analysis for theléitguyQil
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Analysis Laboratory for the little guy The cost is around $20.00. What these tesltsesill tell you is
how theQil Additives packaged with your particular oil stacks up an@mwthat package is going to break
down (in miles). The test will also tell you whgour oil filter stops filtering. Wow! Perfect!udt what
we wanted to know. So, we can test our own fagdmrand of oil and filter and once we get our rissul
back be confident we are, one; using the best@itan afford, two; we know when it has lost its
protection capabilities and three; we will know wlte change our particular oil filter. We then caake
an edumacated choice on the oil and oll filter we.ul plan to send in an oil sample of my oil sobwiill
get back with you on the test results.

We should use the power of numbers to our advanteger club and have several people test several
different oils and oil filters. That way we canttesost all the major brands of oil for as little%20.00
each. We can post the results on a future Dr. €f@om.

So, in conclusion to the oil portion of this aicfrequent (3,000-5,000mi) oil changes are a gded to
replace the worn out additive package, and toh&dengine of water, acids, and other contaminants
(ferrous and non ferrous metals) that have foued thay into our play toy.

We know what oil to use. For extended oil lifesaperior protection, | recommend AMSOIL! Harley
recommends 20W-50 oil for our V-Twin and that i3260 for EVO's and Twin Cams. 50W for all your
Pans and Shovels, so make sure you stay with tinect®¥iscosity ratings. Harley oils are manufactured
by Sunoco, and the Syn-3 (synthetic) is made byr@adf you have particular oil you prefer, hawe
tested, to make sure you are getting what you pay$o what's left? Ah, thal filter and the flush.

Changing the oil often in your Harley as we havensis probably the most important thing you cartalo
increase the longevity of your engine! What alibetoil filter? What exactly is its function besgl
trapping particles that are bigger than 10436ron? (A human hair is about 90 microfhis dot (.) is
approximately 1/64 of an inch wide and equals 615 m icrons). We've all had the experience of making the
first oil change on a new engine: the oil comeslooiting like oil-colored metal flake paint. Heréf'se
interesting question: why didn't the filter catdhtose flakes? If the OEM filter is so great, hoame it
visibly didn't clean the oil of this very obnoxious crud@n only think of two possibilities: either thédr
let the metal flakes through, which is quite diszenting, or the filter became completely cloggedruthe
first 500 miles or so, and we were running with biypass valve wide open ever since - effectivehnmg
without any oil filter at all.This is my motivation in searching for better filters. One quick fact about
Harley oil filters. Especially the Twin cam fil&e(10 micron). Every time you start the engine @oal
morning (everyday in Germany) your 20W-50 oil mwing at 20W (winter) viscosity. At this viscosity
and temperature your oil is a bit too thick to aelei 100% filtration. Therefore the oil pressuredmes

too great and most if not all oil will bypass tH& ricron filter and return to the engine unfilter@that’s
how the metal travels through our engines anddgpesited on the magnetic drain plugs. Once your
engine warms up (about 5 minutes of riding) thenag now thickened up to the higher number of the
viscosity rating (50 weight) and because of the dilaracteristic to flow better when warm, the oil
pressure comes back down to normal and the fileenent is able to filter most of the oil without
bypassing. _Bottom lindJntil the engine is warm (170-250F) the oil filie pretty much bypassed. That
is about 5 minutes every time you start your engim@ cool day. Pretty scary isn'tit! The filter
companies deal with this dilemma constantly. Ttay de-crease the micron # down to 10, but the flow
through the filter will be compromised. A 30 miaroll filter lets particles smaller than 30 micrpass
through it, but allows more oil through the filteA 10 micron filter catches smaller particles thiae 30
micron filter but because of the media restrictigpasses more oil. That is why it is not recomneeiic
put a Twin Cam (10 micron) filter on an EVO. Tdl cause increased back pressure and will cause t
engine to vent more oil and vapor out the bregploes into the air filter and onto your engine qigkes.

So if you have problems with your EVO venting oredboard more than you can remember, check to see
if you didn't put a Twin Cam oil filter on by miste.
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Contents of a typical oil filter is:

A. The Filter Can
The media used for filtration.
The anti-drain back valve

The filter bypass and spring

m o o w

Media Element

F. Spring for tension on the system

The most important part in tieal filter is the media. Not particularly how much therefig, or weather it
Is made out of this synthetic or that, becausastiieen designed with a compromise in mind. lltabaut
trying to get as much of the thick cold oil to ¢gdugh the filter as possible and not be bypasséahy
companies try to do this in many different waysga, oil analysis will tell you if your oil is beg
filtered or bypassed. Media material can be madebpaper, cellulose, fiberglass or combinatitirese
of. You need an efficiency number along with thee sisumber before you can really think you know
something. No filter is 100% effective - this woukshuire either very regular holes, which are autiye
impossible to mass produce, or very small holeavarage, which would block too much oil flow. WHhen
cut open a new never used oil filter, | can onliedaine how it was made and the materials usedakem
it. After that it's all a guess. Only the oil &rsas will tell for sure if those expensive lookipgrts inside
are working to your advantage or not! The amtittlback valve prevents dirty oil from
draining back into the crankcase or oil lines wttemengine is turned off. Our filters are mounted
horizontally, so that is very important to havesthalve made out of top dollar materials!

The filter bypass and spring is the nexiaai thing
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other than the media. This must work all the tand every time flawlessly to bypass oil that is tisick
or too high in viscosity for the temperature attstigp. DIRTY OIL IS BETTER THAN NO OIL. So this
must also be made out of top shelf material!

Oil and filter changes by themselves are not tha fmcture. For the entire time your oil is inyeengine
the oil system must meet the following four corahis: The first condition is the oil in your engimeist
be clean! Not only clean, but the right amount dredrightViscosity. The second condition is a clean
environment for the oil to circulate in. Meaninglaan oil tank, clean lines, a clean cam cavitgrehthe
oil pump lies and clean internal engine parts agks. The third condition is a pressure pump tkema
sure all parts of the engine get this clean ole Tourth condition is a clean functional oil fdtron system
that will trap most of the particles that are sungjsl in your oil.

Meeting these four conditions will maximize the t@aiion the oil will give your engine between oil
changes. The moment you start your engine, theepsoof oil degradation begins. In a normal clean
running environment the engine oil system will haxager, acids, and various amounts of ferrous amd n
ferrous metals running through it at all times., ®bat can you do to protect your engine duringtittme
between oil changes? Nothing! The only thing gan do is to do something before you put the cteélan
in. And that is to flush the system so all contaanits and sludge are removed along with the oldTdiis
is done by engine flushing. Before we get intodhdlush, lets just mention a couple of thingsrée to be
exact) you can do to minimize the dirt and contatian that will be in your oil between oil changg4)
You can change your oil often. (2) Use the bddiltar you can find and (3) Accomplish engine oil
flushes every other oil change.

Engine flushing is accomplished by diluting thésérg oil in the engine with a cleaner and cirt¢ing the
cleaner/oil combination through the motor sevamés until the drained oil leaves the motor lookireyv.
By the time you drain the last drop of flush froouy tank and get ready to fill it with the oil youll be
using for the upcoming season; you’ll be amazdtbat clean your oil system will be! The bottomsodf
tanks are notorious for developing sludge aftey antouple of years. The flush technique | usé wil
completely remove all sludge from your oil tankgere crankcases, every line, the pump and all gassa
ways! You will be amazed! This is an old racersktt learned while racing Super Modifieds with my
brother on circle tracks. The way it was explaiteeds eons ago is by using Diesel fuel at a 1ratib
mixed with normal cheap 10-30w oil, provides a &atit oil system cleaner. We use cheap oill, like 8
cents a quart, because it's only being used asigictor the cleaning agent. It gets dumped aftéy 2
minutes of engine idling. So follow along with thecedure on the next page and get ready foraa cle
motor! Again, after your first flush and change ¥bwish you had done this from the very start.

First, drain your oil. Then, replace the drain plligke a gt of new cheap oil (10-30w is fine) andpit in
the oil tank. Take the empty qt oil container aisthg a funnel, fill the empty oil container to tiog with
diesel fuel. Add this to the oil tank. This wgilve you the proper 1 to 1 ratio. This page i$ jaget you
introduced to the contents and the ratio of thetflmixture. Now for the actual oil change andtilus
follow the directions below every time you wishdimange and flush your oil system. Supplies needed f
an oil flush are 5 quarts okw cheap oil (cheapest oil you can find and the gradet important).
Sometimes | use 10-30wt and sometimes 10-40wt. t8Vkal have lying around. You will also need 3
guarts of Diesel fuel. Don't forget, your draimgeas to be able to hold your original dirty drairoel (3-4
gts). And the additional 5 gts of flush oil plugtB qts of Diesel. That's a 12 quart pan minimuryoor

will need to empty it more than once!

Flushing the oil system and changing oll

a. Run engine to operating temp 170-22fpeks
(rocker boxes too hot to touch)

b. Drain oil Do not replace oil filter at this time)

c. Place new flush mixture in oil tank (flush miséus one quart cheap oil with one
guart Diesel) (a total of 2 gts of fluid showdw be in the oil tank)

d. Run bike at idle for 1 minute

e. Drain oll
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f. Place new flush mixture in oil tank
g. Run bike for 1 minute
h. Drain oil
i. Place new flush mixture in oil tank
j. Run bike for 1 minute
k. Drain oil
I. Place 2 qts of 10-30w oil in oil tafrlo Diesel)
m. Run bike for 2 minutes
n. Drain oil
0. Change oill filter
p. Fill oil tank to proper level (accordito Maintenance manual)
with oil you will be using for the ity season (high quality oil)
g. Run bike for 2-3 minutes, check anddéipil tank as necessary
r. Qil flush and change is complete
For additional reading;lick to Download Motor Oils and Engine lubricati&ook!

So, go clean your bike, do the 5,000 mile inspecta@complish an engine oil flush,
change your oil and oil filter, and go ride!

See you on down the road!
Dr. Chaos
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